
MCJ-458 Advance News Reporting  (3 Credit Hours) 

Course Objectives  

1. This course is designed for advanced journalism students who want to learn the 

fundamentals of beat reporting. Students who learned the basics of news writing and reporting in 

MCF-242 will refine their skills by choosing a beat, developing sources and producing stories 

that are more sophisticated than those they have done before. The emphasis is on getting well 

sourced and using your sources and advanced reporting skills to publish quality work.  

Learning Outcomes 

2. Improve key skills, such as gathering, assessing and developing rapport with sources 

Produce stories based on information obtained from primary sources 

Write with objectivity, authority and a well-developed sense of audience 

Develop skills of verification 

Develop a more sophisticated understanding and appreciation for the journalist’s role 

Expand and deepen their understanding of journalistic ethics 

3. Contents 

a. Enterprise reporting 
(1) Strategies 
(2) Planning and newsgathering 
(3) Advanced feature writing tools 

b. Investigate reporting tools and techniques 
c. Specialized reporting (students can pick an area/beat to report on for the 

semester) 
(1) Consistency in reporting 
(2) Cultivating sources 
(3) Context and in-depth reporting 

d. Basics of longform 
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